PREFACE.
THE strongest recommendation of the following Work consists in the statement of its being, for the most part, merely a Compilation; and this general acknowledgment renders it unnecessary to mention the various sources from which it has been compiled. Extracts have been often made almost word for word from some of our greatest Divines, and the compiler has been sometimes censured for giving explanations, for which not he but some of the most distinguished Theologians of our country are responsible. He has not thought it necessary to mark the original articles.
This publication first appeared in the shape of monthly Tracts, intended by the writer to explain things relating to the Church to his poorer parishioners. It wras originally designed to explain not every theological word, but those terms and practices of the Church only which were most important or most interesting. As of those Tracts